
DESTINATIONS

CAPE

CANAVERAL

★ ★ ★
Cape Canaveral on the Space Coast is home to two spaceports from which 

several American space shuttles and other spacecraft have been launched over 

the past decades. Even the area code refers to the countdown sequence: 321! 

American space exploration received a boost in 1961 with a speech by John F. 

Kennedy, in which he announced the goal of landing an American on the moon 

before the end of the decade. In contrast to high technology and science, the 

region also preserves corners of wilderness, which you will enjoy discovering.
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ROCKET L AUNCH AT KENNEDY SPACE CENTER



KENNEDY SPACE 
CENTER ★ ★ ★
Kennedy Space Center ★ ★ ★ 
is a must-see destination! This 
NASA-run space centre also 
houses an immense tourist 
complex and is on Merritt 
Island, while nearby Cape 
Canaveral is home to the 
Cape Canaveral Space Force 
Station. Your visit begins at 
the Kennedy Space Visitor 
Complex ★ ★ , where you will 
get a good overview of the 
space program. Pick up a guide 
with the schedule of the day’s 
activities. The tour is divided 
into 2 parts: exploration of the 
attractions on foot and a bus 
tour of the site.

BUS TOUR
The regular Kennedy Space 
Center tour ★ ★ lasts about 
2 hours and is included with 
daily admission. This tour is 
the only way to gain access to 
NASA’s restricted areas. You 
will pass in front of the vast 
Vehicle Assembly Building, 

and continue on to Launch 
Complex 39 ★ ★ for a look 
at the launch pads from an 
observation deck. You will then 
make a stop at the Apollo /
Saturn V Center ★ ★ ★ to 
see, among other things, a 
reconstructed control room 
and the Saturn V moon rocket. 
Because Kennedy Space 
Center is a working launch 
facility, the tour route may be 
altered at any time. 

ON FOOT
The Rocket Garden ★ ★ is 
an outdoor exhibit of actual 
rockets from the Mercury, 
Gemini and Apollo programs.

Heroes and Legends ★ 
focuses on America’s first 
astronauts and presents 
the characteristics of a 
hero through NASA’s space 
pioneers. This new attraction 
also houses the U.S. Astronaut 
Hall of Fame ★ .
At the Astronaut Encounter, 
visitors get the rare 

opportunity to meet real 
astronauts. Blue-suited NASA 
astronauts who have lived and 
worked in space share their 
experiences during a one-hour 
live presentation and question 
& answer session.

Space Shuttle Atlantis ★ ★ 
is probably the centre’s 
most popular attraction! An 
introductory film tells the 
story of the shuttle program, 
and you can get a close-up 
view of the actual space 
shuttle Atlantis. You won’t 
want to miss the Shuttle 
Launch Experience ★ ★ , a 
simulated shuttle launch that 
lets you live the sights, sounds 
and sensations of blasting off 
into space. A veteran space 
shuttle commander shows 
you into the “cockpit” for 
a memorable multisensory 
experience!

Journey to Mars presents 
NASA’s plans to explore deep 
space, including the red planet.

The site also features two Imax 
3D theaters ★ ★ that screen 
films all day long: Journey To 
Space, narrated by Sir Patrick 
Stewart, and the new film 
Asteroid Hunters 3D, with 
eye-popping images of space.

Kennedy Space Visitor 
ComplexThere are many 
attractions included in the 
entrance fee that you can 
visit on foot. It’s up to you 
to choose according to your 
interests and the time you 
have available.

Plan a full day for the tour, so 
that you can make the most of 
all the facilities.
SPACE COMMERCE WAY, 

MERRITT ISLAND

 1-855-433-4210

WWW.KENNEDYSPACECENTER.COM

WHAT TO DO

—
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ASSEMBLY BUILDING

Although memorable, launches into space are rare and often 
delayed. Don’t plan your vacation around a launch, but since KSC 
organizes a few a year, there is a chance you will be able to attend 
one! Check the website for details on future launches.
www.kennedyspacecenter.com/launches-and-events 

ATTEND A LAUNCH: 3, 2, 1, LIFT OFF!
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KENNEDY SPACE CENTER

★ Noteworthy Must see★★★Worth the detour★★
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AERIAL VIEW OF THE VISITORS’ COMPLEX
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RON JON SURF SHOP
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SURFING AT COCOA BEACH

NEARBY

—
MERRITT ISLAND 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE ★ ★ 
This 140,000-acre wildlife 
refuge, next door to NASA, 
was created in 1963 to provide 
habitat and protection for 
several endangered animal 
species such as the loggerhead 
turtle, manatee, lynx and bald 
eagle. You can explore the 
park and its fascinating wildlife 
along the 11-km unpaved road, 
Black Point Wildlife Drive ★ ★ . 
You are sure to see several 
species of birds, including the 
impressive pink spoonbill!

North of the reserve is the 
Canaveral National Seashore ★ ★ , 
a coastal park that stretches 
along 40 km of undeveloped 
shoreline. Be sure to take a walk 
along the magnificent, pristine 
Playalinda Beach ★ ★ ★. You 
can also explore the mangrove 
forests and uninhabited islands 
along the coast by boat. The 
refuge is open to the public every 
day from sunrise until sunset.
STATE ROAD 402, MERRITT ISLAND

321-861-0667

WWW.FWS.GOV/REFUGE/MERRITT_

ISLAND

COCOA BEACH ★ 
A visit to Cape Canaveral 
would not be complete without 
stopping in the small coastal 
town of Cocoa Beach. This 
quintessential beach town is 
well known to Americans but 
receives few international 
tourists. You will love the 
huge beach, which is less 
crowded than many Florida 
beaches and has a view of 
distant cruise ships at anchor 
in Port Canaveral. Surfing 
competitions are held regularly 
there. There are a few parks 
along the shore with parking 
and services (toilets, showers, 
picnic tables, etc.), but you can 
also park in the street and use 
the public beach access.
Be sure to explore the historic 
Cocoa Beach Pier (Meade 
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MANATEES AT MERRITT ISL AND NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

If you would like to learn to 
surf, you’re in the right place! 
Cocoa Beach is known as the 
surf capital of Florida. 
Here are some good places to 
find an instructor.

Ron Jon is a good choice :

4151, N. Atlantic Avenue www.
ronjonsurfschool.com

WHAT ABOUT A 
SURF LESSON?

★ Noteworthy Must see★★★Worth the detour★★

Avenue) with its restaurants, 
bars, gift shops and live 
musical entertainment and pay 
a visit to the legendary Ron 
Jon Surf Shop (4151 N. Atlantic 
Avenue)!
ON HYWAY 1A, COCOA BEACH

WWW.CITYOFCOCOABEACH.COM

COCOA VILLAGE ★ 
Founded in 1860, historic 
Cocoa village is a charming 
district with its cobblestone 
streets lined with hundred-
year-old trees and its original 
buildings. It’s one of the most 
popular destinations on the 
Space Coast for shopping, 
hanging out or relaxing at a 
sidewalk café.
ON BREWARD AVENUE, COCOA (13 

KM WEST OF COCOA BEACH)

WWW.VISITCOCOAVILLAGE.COM
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COCOA VILL AGE
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COCOA BEACH PIER

★ Noteworthy Must see★★★Worth the detour★★



DESTINATIONS

GRILLS SEAFOOD DECK & 
TIKI BAR ($$)
Good casual restaurant for 
seafood, chicken, steak and 
ribs, or just to enjoy a drink 
and watch the ships and 
fishing boats go by. A unique 
island atmosphere with 
live entertainment several 
evenings a week. 
500, GLEN CHEEK DRIVE,

CAPE CANAVERAL

321-868-2226

WWW.GRILLSSEAFOOD.COM

SUNSET WATERFRONT 
GRILL & BAR ($$)
This local favorite is known 
for having one of the best 
waterfront locations in Cocoa 
Beach, offering dramatic 
views and spectacular sunsets. 
It serves classic American 
cuisine, including several 
delicious fish and seafood 
dishes. 
500, W. COCOA BEACH CAUSEWAY, 

COCOA BEACH

321-783-8485

WWW.SUNSETCAFEWATERFRONT

GRILLANDBAR.COM

FLORIDA’S FRESH GRILL 
($$-$$$)
Florida’s Fresh Grill is a 
popular restaurant offering 
a wide variety of dishes, all 
crafted with fresh ingredients. 
From the Angus beef, fish, 
chicken and seafood to the 
salads, sauces and desserts, 
all of the food is prepared 
from scratch with no added 
preservatives. The service is 
also excellent. 
2039, N. ATLANTIC AVENUE,

COCOA BEACH

 321-613-5649

WWW.FLORIDASFRESHGRILL.COM

FAT KAHUNA’S ($$-$$$)
The owners, Dewey and 
Kat, are passionate surfers 
and spent several years in 
Hawaii before opening their 
restaurant in Cocoa Beach. 
Their Hawaiian-inspired 
cuisine offers fresh, unique, 

WHERE TO EAT

—
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ROCKET GARDEN
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APOLLO / SATURN V CENTER
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AERIAL VIEW OF KENNEDY SPACE CENTER

$ Inexppensive Moderate$$ $$$ Upscale Fine dining$$$$

exotic, homemade dishes. 
8, MINUTEMEN CAUSEWAY,

COCOA BEACH

321-783-6858

FATKAHUNAS.COM

THE FAT SNOOK ($$$-$$$$)
This waterfront gourmet 
restaurant specializes in 
seafood, while making a 
point of supporting local 
producers. All dishes are 
prepared with top quality 
seasonal ingredients. The 
best of Florida on your plate! 
The wine list is excellent, and 
several homemade beers are 
also available. 
2464, S. ATLANTIC AVENUE,

COCOA BEACH

321-784-1190

WWW.THEFATSNOOK.COM


